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OUR PURPOSE: 

NauticStar builds for the experiences that matter most to boaters. Those are the experiences that matter most to 
us. 

OUR PROMISE: 

NauticStar gets you out on the water in safety and comfort. No compromises. Limitless possibilities. 

OUR GOAL: 

NauticStar makes almost any on-water adventure achievable and successful for everyone with a value 
proposition unique to each product family. 

OUR MISSION: 

Whatever your perfect day on the water, NauticStar is dedicated to get you there.  
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ABOUT US 
NauticStar Boat is a world-renowned innovator, designer and manufacturer of performance fishing and durable deck boats. 
Founded in 2002, NauticStar fulfills an individual passion for fishing, family, and fun aboard each finely crafted vessel. We 
produce an array of models ranging 18-32 feet, with options that cater to every desire—from tournament and professional 
fishing to pleasure boating. Our boats are manufactured with the highest quality standards in the industry. Our engineers, 
designers, and craftsmen are not only richly experienced boat builders, but also passionate boaters. Generations of hands-
on experience have led to superior craftsmanship and exceptionally efficient design. 

All NauticStar boats feature 100% wood-free construction. In addition, hulls and decks are hand-layered repeatedly with 
fiberglass for strength and durability. A marine vinyl ester barrier coat makes for durable hulls that resist cracking and 
osmotic blistering, promoting longer hull life. Afterward a gelcoat sheen is precision sprayed, adding shine and long-lasting 
sheen. NauticStar boats consist of a three-piece construction. The Fiberglass deck is a one-piece molded deck that has a 
shoebox fit, triple fastened to the hull, and bonded to the hull with stainless steel fasteners every 2 inches, and then sealed. 
The watertight fit prevents water from permeating the inner cavities of the boat. The fiberglass inner liner is an integral 
part of the self-bailing cockpit and is the second part of our three-piece boat construction. All three parts are merged to 
produce a platform that will slice through the water as a one-piece vessel.  

 

CONTACT US 
 

Address: 
500 Waterway Dr. 
Amory, Mississippi 38821 
 
Mail: 
NauticStar Boats PO Box 26 
Amory, Mississippi 38821 

Sales: 
(662) 612-4881 

 

Phone: 
(662) 256-5636
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SECTION 1: SAFETY  
The precautions listed in this Owner’s Manual and on the boat are not all-inclusive. If a procedure, method, tool, or part is not 
specifically recommended by NauticStar, using it may place you and others in an unsafe situation; in addition, you may render 
your warranty void. Remember: Always use common sense when operating, servicing, or repairing the boat! Observing the 
safety recommendations found in this Owner’s Manual is critical to keeping your boating experience as safe as possible 
during routine operation. Your failure to do so may result in severe personal injury or death to you and/or others. Use 
caution and common sense when operating your boat. Do not ever take unnecessary chances.  

 

DANGER: indicates an imminently hazardous situation which, if 
not avoided, will result in death or serious injury.  

 

 

CAUTION: Indicates a potentially hazardous situation which, if 
not avoided, may result in minor or moderate injury.  

 

WARNING: Indicates a potentially hazardous situation which, if 
not avoided, could result in death or serious injury. 

 

 

CAUTION: When used without the safety alert symbol indicates 
a potentially hazardous situation which, if not avoided, may 
result in property damage.

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS        
Be certain that all operators of your boat are aware of the safety information within this Owner’s Manual and that they use 
it to conform to boat safety principles. Boating safety starts with a thorough understanding of boat operations. In addition to 
careful review of this Owner’s Manual, you should also be aware that many sources of helpful information are available. 
NauticStar urges you to pursue additional training prior to the independent operation of your boat. Training at any time from 
a recognized boating and/or safety organization is beneficial.                                                                             

The following is a listing of a few agencies and organizations that offer safety training and/or information. 

BOAT OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES 880 South Pickett Street Alexandria VA 22304 (703) 461-2878 
www.boatus.com 
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NATIONAL SAFE BOATING COUNCIL  

9500 Technology Drive Suite 104 Manassas, VA 20110 (730) 361-4294 www.safeboatingcouncil.org 

U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY  

2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave, SE Washington, DC 20593-7501 (202)267-1001 www.uscg.mil http://www.uscgboating.org 

SAFETY AFLOAT  
The cause of many boating accidents is often the operator’s failure to follow basic safety rules or written precautions. Many 
accidents can be avoided if an operator is completely familiar with the boat, its operation, and can recognize potentially 
hazardous situations before an accident occurs. 

Common risks associated with open power boat operations include: 

• Falls over board; 
•Falls onboard; 
•Fire; 
•Carbon Monoxide Poisoning; 
•Propeller Injury 
 

 
Failure to comply with safety-related information and instructions may result in serious injury or death to you 
and/or others. Always use common sense when operating the boat or participating in any activities associated with 
the boat, including, but not limited to, periods of time when the boat engine is shut down and the boat is not in 
operation. 

 • Improper operation of a boat is extremely dangerous! Operators must read and understand all operating manuals supplied with the boat before 
operation.  

• On-board equipment must always conform to the governing federal, state, and local regulations.  

• Always attach the engine emergency safety shut-off lanyard to a part of your clothing (such as a belt loop) when operating the boat. 

 

Never override or modify the engine emergency safety shut-off switch in any way.  

On April 1, 2021 a new federal law went into effect that requires the operator of a boat with an installed Engine Cut-
Off Switch (ECOS) to use the ECOS link. The link is usually a coiled bungee cord lanyard clipped onto the operator's 
person, Personal Floatation Device (PFD) or clothing and the other end attached to the cut-off switch. The law 
applies on all "Navigable Waters of the US". 
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•Always attach the Engine Cut-Off Switch lanyard to a part of your Personal Floatation Device (PFD) or clothing (such as a belt loop) when operating 
the boat If the operator is dislodged from the helm the engine will continue to operate posing the danger of serious injury or death. 

• All persons must be seated in an on-plane seating area while the boat is in motion. (A seating label is affixed in each model.) Never stand or allow 
passengers to stand in the boat or sit on the motor box or tower (where equipped), gunwale, decks, or any location other than on-plane seating 
while underway. You or others may be thrown within or from the boat, which could result in serious injury or death.  

 

HAZARDOUS OPERATIONS  
There are a number of situations which can result in peril for boats and persons on board. Among these is boating too close 
to dam spillways, where turbulence and strong currents can result in loss of control of the vessel. These areas as well as 
other hazardous areas are usually marked. DO NOT ignore such markers.  

Additionally, there may be potentially hazardous situations that can adversely affect boating. These include weather 
conditions, operating in shallow water where underwater navigational gear may be damaged, or boating in bodies of water 
that include weeds and other growth that can foul boat operations. These floras can foul your boat engine, restrict water 
intake to the engine (causing overheating), and restrict the propeller(s) to such an extent that it causes a vibration that can 
damage the engine and drive train. 

OPERATOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
The following are the operator’s responsibility:  

• Ensure the boat is in top operating condition and there are no hazards that impede your moving about the boat. 

• File a float plan, as described below, with a relative or friend.  

• Ensure the bilge is clean prior to starting.  

• Have a complete knowledge of the operation and handling characteristics of your boat.  

• Ensure that the boat is not loaded above the maximum capacity and that the load is properly distributed. Reference the seating chart label affixed 
in the boat for proper distribution of persons aboard.  

• Learn to navigate your local waterways. Be familiar with your starting and ending locations as well as any waterways along the way.  

• Always maintain a safe speed to avoid collisions. 

 • Keep an eye out for changing weather conditions and respond accordingly.  

• Know and practice the navigational rules. Know and obey all federal and state regulations and operate the boat properly around all waterway 
markers.  

• Maintain a clear, unobstructed view always, especially forward. Scan the water and avoid tunnel vision. Many boating collisions are caused by 
inattention. 
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CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) 

 

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, tasteless, odorless, and poisonous gas that accumulates rapidly and can cause 
serious injury or death. Exposure to carbon monoxide can be fatal in a matter of minutes. Exposure to even low 
concentrations of carbon monoxide must not be ignored because the effects of long-term carbon monoxide 
exposure can build up and be just as lethal as high concentrations. Carbon monoxide from exhaust pipes of inboard 
or outboard engines may build up inside and outside the boat in areas near exhaust vents, particularly during slow-
speed operations. STAY AWAY from these exhaust vent areas, which are located at the stern of the boat, and DO 
NOT swim or engage in any water sports or other activities in or near the stern area of the boat, including, without 
limitation, the swim platform, the rear sun deck, and aft facing lounge seats when the engine is in operation. Under 
no circumstances should the owner and/or operator allow persons to hold onto the swim platform while the engine 
is operating, and the boat is in motion. These activities (sometimes known as “teak surfing” or “platform dragging,” 
where the participant holds onto the swim platform and is pulled through the water, and/or “body surfs” 
immediately behind the boat) are extremely dangerous, highly likely to result in death or serious bodily injury and 
are a misuse of this product. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) enters your bloodstream through the lungs, blocking the oxygen your body needs. Prolonged exposure 
to low concentrations or very quick exposure to high concentrations can be deadly to all on board.  

Early symptoms of CO poisoning include irritated eyes, headache, nausea, weakness, and dizziness. These can be confused 
with seasickness or intoxication. Altitude, certain health-related problems, and age will increase the effects of CO. Persons 
who smoke or are exposed to high concentrations of cigarette smoke, consume alcohol, or have lung disorders or heart 
problems are particularly susceptible to an increase in the effects of CO. However, anyone can be affected. Another factor 
to consider is that physical exertion accelerates the rate at which the blood absorbs CO. 

EMERGENCY TREATMENT FOR CO POISONING 
CO poisoning or toxicity is a life-threatening emergency that requires immediate action. The following is a list of things that 
should be done if CO poisoning is suspected. Proceed with caution. The victim may be in an area of CO concentration, which 
means you or others could be in danger from exposure to CO. 

 • Evaluate the situation and ventilate the area if possible.  

• Evacuate the area and move the affected person(s) to a fresh air environment.  

• Observe the victim(s).  

• Administer oxygen, if available.  

• Contact medical help. If the victim is not breathing, perform rescue breathing or approved cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) as appropriate 
until medical help arrives. Prompt action can mean the difference between life and death.  
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• Shut off potential sources of CO, if possible. Correct ventilation problems and/or repair exhaust problems as appropriate. Investigate the source 
of CO and take corrective action, such as evacuating and ventilating the area or shutting off the source of the CO, while at the same time evacuating 
and ventilating the area. 

WHERE C0 MAY ACCUMULATE  
Carbon monoxide can accumulate anywhere in or around your boat. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Exhaust gas trapped in enclosed places.  

• Blocked exhaust outlets.  

• Another vessel’s exhaust. CO from the boat docked next to you can be just as deadly as that emitted from your own boat.  

• Back drafting from your own boat’s exhaust.  

• At slow speeds, while idling or stopped. Be aware that CO can remain in or around your boat at dangerous levels even if your engine or the other 
boat’s engine is no longer running. 

WEIGHT LIMITS AND DISTRIBUTION 

 

All boats have weight limits. Failure to adhere to the posted limits can cause operation instability and/or the boat 
to sink. This may result in serious injury or death, as well as significant damage to the boat, which will not be covered 
by warranty.  

Overloading a boat may cause it to become unstable and may potentially result in the boat’s flotation system becoming 
overwhelmed. Too much weight can sink any boat. Within this Owner’s Manual and on a label mounted in each boat is the 
Maximum Capacity for that specific model. Bear in mind that maximum limits include additional water ballast bags and water 
put in them, gear brought onto the boat, additional options, and all people. Maximum people are limited to the number of on-
plane seating positions. Equally critical is how weight is distributed throughout the boat. The weight must be distributed evenly 
throughout the boat. If too much weight is placed in one area it can have serious impact on maintaining control. Items and 
people can also shift positions during operation, potentially causing a dangerous situation. 

LINE OF SIGHT 
Care should also be taken to avoid interfering with the boat operator’s line of sight when the boat is underway. This applies 
particularly to individuals riding in the bow. It is possible to obscure the driver’s view quite unintentionally. Even momentary 
interference can result in the driver’s inability to respond to a situation that requires avoidance of another vessel or 
submerged or partially submerged objects. NauticStar recommends using the driver seat bolster or standing to maintain a 
safe lookout and proper visibility when necessary. Everyone on board should always pay attention to other vessels, people 
and objects located near the boat, activities taking place in or near the water, and should always be supportive of the boat 
operator.  

The law requires the boat operator to always maintain clear visibility and, in all directions, when the boat is in motion. 
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PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES (PFDS) AND ACCESSIBILITY 
Federal law requires at least one wearable Type I, II, III or Type V Personal Flotation Device (“PFD”) for each person on-board 
or being towed on water skis, wakeboards, surfboards, or other recreational equipment. A Type V PFD provides performance 
of either a Type I, II or III PFD (as marked on its label) and must be used according to the label requirements. In addition, one 
throwable Type IV PFD must also be on board. As the owner, obtaining the appropriate PFDs is your responsibility. You must 
also determine whether people on-board, including those who are underage, are required to wear PFDs when underway. Your 
NauticStar dealer can, and will be happy to, assist you with your purchase of appropriate PFDs. People on-board who cannot 
swim or who are not strong swimmers, as well as children, should always wear PFDs.  

• Wearable PFDs must be readily accessible in the boat.  

• It should be possible to put on the PFDs within a reasonable amount of time in case of emergency.  

• PFDs should never be stowed in plastic bags, in locked or closed compartments or have other gear stowed on top of them. 

• The U.S. Coast Guard, as well as NauticStar, always recommends the wearing of PFDs when the vessel is underway, even though it is not a 
requirement. The best PFD is the one that is worn and that can save your life. 

 • Inflatable PFDs must have a full cylinder and all status indicators on the inflator must be green, or the device is NOT serviceable, and is NOT 
considered a usable PFD for anyone on-board the vessel.  

• Coast Guard-approved inflatable PFDs are authorized for use on recreational boats by persons at least 16 years of age.  

• Some states require children to always wear PFDs. Check with your state boating safety officials for details. Be certain to equip children with a PFD 
that is appropriate for the size of the child. The label will indicate the weight limits for use. 

NOTE: Requirements for coastal waters and inland waters differ. Check with the local boating authorities for more 
information. 

IN THE EVENT OF A FIRE 
Fire on-board is among the most serious of matters that boaters can experience. Due to the proximity of fuel tanks and 
several electrically operated items that can result in a spark or arc, any and all fires on a boat should be a matter for 
immediate action. If the extinguishing/suppression materials do not quickly extinguish the fire, it may become necessary to 
abandon ship. Make sure everyone on board has a PFD and swims as quickly and as far as possible, up wind and upstream 
from the boat. If gasoline is released, it will float on top of the water. It may spread out or move with the body of water’s 
current. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
Every boat NauticStar builds is required by law to have on board one (1) 2.5-pound, dry chemical fire extinguisher rated for 
Type A, B and C fires. The dry chemical fire extinguisher can be purchased from any authorized NauticStar dealer or other 
authorized retailers. If the fire extinguisher has been discharged, it must be replaced with a fire extinguisher that is rated 
for Type A, B and C fires from an authorized NauticStar dealer or another source. 
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CAPSIZING 
In addition to fire, a boater’s greatest concern may be with the possibility of capsizing or overturning the boat. Several 
factors can occur that will result in a boat overturning (high waves, excessive wakes, bad weather) or sinking because of 
damage such as striking an underwater object or another boat. In the event of such an occurrence, try to turn the engine 
OFF. Attempt to locate any other people who were on-board and determine whether they are injured. Unless there is fire or 
release of gasoline, in most instances it is wise to remain with the boat. Climbing on the hull will make it easier for 
rescuers to locate you and others. 

RUNNING AGROUND OR STRIKING UNDERWATER OBJECTS 
Ascertain whether there is damage to the hull. If water can be stopped from entering the boat, cautiously return to dock. 
Have the boat checked out by your authorized NauticStar dealer to be certain that the hull has not been weakened. Even if 
water does not intrude initially, difficulties may occur later. If water is entering the boat after running aground or striking 
an underwater object, call or signal for assistance. Abandon ship, if necessary. Do not attempt to out-run a significant leak, 
as it can be difficult to estimate how long it will take for enough water to intrude and sink the boat. 

PROPELLER SAFETY 

 

PROPELLER(S) MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH. Shut off the engine(s) when near persons in the water, 
prior to using the swim platform, or the boarding ladder. 

MEANS OF RE-BOARDING 
There are several ways to re-board a NauticStar boat from the water. In some models, ladders are offered to assist in re-
boarding. On some models, re-boarding ladders may be mounted to the swim platform. To re-board using a ladder, deploy 
the ladder and use it to climb up into the boat or onto the swim platform. Always maintain three points of contact with the 
boat when using a ladder to reboard the boat. See Section 6: General Information for step-by-step instructions.  

IN-WATER ACTIVITIES SAFETY 
Individuals in the water are obligated to be as aware of the fundamental safety rules as operators. If you are new to water 
sports, you should seek certified training before starting. You may find it especially helpful to join a local water-sports club, 
if available, and the U.S.W.S.A. (United States Water Skiing Association). Remember that most in-water injuries are the 
result of impacts with other objects, so always look where you are going, and be aware of what is going on around you. 
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SECTION 2: EQUIPMENT  
SAFETY EQUIPMENT  
Federal law requires certain safety equipment to be always on-board your boat. Responsible boaters carry additional 
equipment in case of emergency. It is your responsibility to check with the local boating authorities for any additional 
requirements and/or equipment over and above the federal requirements.  

RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT 
The responsible boat owner will avoid potential problems on an outing by having additional equipment on board. Normally, 
the decision regarding the appropriate equipment to take on individual outings is dependent upon the body of water and the 
length of the trip. We suggest the following equipment as a minimum (your NauticStar dealer can also assist you with 
additional recommendations):  

• Anchor with at least 75 feet of line (in saltwater operation, particularly)  

• Manual bailing device for removing water  

• Combination oar/boat hook  

• Day-and-night visual distress signal  

• First aid kit and manual  

• Airway breathing tube  

• Waterproof flashlight  

• Non-electric horn or whistle  

• Set of local navigational charts  

• Mooring lines and fenders  

• Extra engine oil  

• Tool kit  

• Portable, battery-operated AM/FM radio or weather radio/scanner 

SOUND PRODUCING DEVICES 
Navigation rules require sound signals to be made under certain circumstances. Meeting, crossing and overtaking 
situations, which will be described in some details shortly, are examples of when sound signals are required. Recreational 
vessels are also required to use sound signals during periods of reduced visibility. Your NauticStar boat is equipped with a 
horn, but you may also purchase aftermarket devices in case of potential electrical disconnect or failure. The following are 
standard signals when using a whistle: 

 • One prolonged blast: WARNING.  

• One short blast: PASS ON MY PORT SIDE.  
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• Two short blasts: PASS ON MY STARBOARD SIDE.  

• Three short blasts: MY ENGINES ARE IN REVERSE.  

• Five or more blasts: DANGER! NOTE: The requirement to carry a bell on board no longer applies to vessels operating on International Waters. 

 

VISUAL DISTRESS SIGNALS 
All vessels used on coastal waters, the Great Lakes, territorial seas, and those waters connected directly to them up to a 
point where a body of water is greater than two miles wide, must be equipped with U.S.C.G.-approved visual distress signals. 
Vessels owned in the United States but operating on the high seas must be equipped with U.S.C.G.-approved visual distress 
signals. Pyrotechnic visual distress signals must be Coast Guard-approved, in serviceable condition and readily accessible. 
This means that: 

 • They are marked with an expiration date. Expired signals may be carried as extra equipment but cannot be counted toward 
meeting the visual distress signal requirement, since they may be unreliable.  

• If pyrotechnic devices are selected, a minimum of three are required. That is, three signals for day use and three signals 
for night. Some pyrotechnic signals meet both day and night use requirements.  

• Pyrotechnic devices should be stored in a cool, dry location, if possible. A watertight container painted red or orange and 
prominently marked “Distress Signals” or “Flares” is recommended.  

U.S.C.G.-approved pyrotechnic visual distress signals and associated devices include pyrotechnic red flares, hand-held or 
aerial, pyrotechnic orange smoke, hand-held or floating, or launchers for aerial red meteors or parachute flares. Non-
pyrotechnic devices may be allowed. These include an orange distress flag (day signal only) or an electric distress light 
(which is acceptable for night use). Use of these devices must still meet Coast Guard requirements, information for which is 
available online and from the Coast Guard. 

Under Inland Navigation Rules, a high intensity white light flashing at regular intervals from 50-70 times per minute is 
considered a distress signal. Such devices do NOT count toward meeting the visual distress signal requirement, however. 
Regulations prohibit display of visual distress signals on the water under any circumstances except when assistance is 
required to prevent immediate or potential danger to persons on board a vessel. All distress signals have distinct advantages. 
No single device is ideal under all conditions or suitable for all purposes. Pyrotechnics are universally recognized as excellent 
distress signals. However, there is potential for injury and property damage if not properly handled. Care should be used in 
stowage of pyrotechnics if children will be on board. These devices produce a very hot flame, and the residue can cause 
burns and ignite flammable materials.  

Check with local authorities regarding the best visual distress signal for use in the area in which you will be boating. 
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NAVIGATIONAL LIGHTS 
Your NauticStar boat is equipped with navigational lights. See the Guide to Individual Models section to determine the location 
of the navigational lights on your boat or verify with your dealer. Anytime you are moving on the water between sunset and 
sunrise, you are required to have your navigational lights operating. 

 

 

WARNING LABELS 
Warning labels are placed on your NauticStar boat at the time of manufacture to alert operators to potential hazards that 
may not be obvious. These labels also indicate how to avoid hazards. Warning labels should never be removed and must 
remain legible. If you suspect a label is missing, or if a label becomes damaged or becomes unreadable (damaged, faded, or 
sun bleached), you should have it replaced immediately. To replace a warning label, contact your NauticStar dealer with a 
label part number, which can be found by visiting nauticstarboats.com/contact-us, and request a new label. The label’s part 
number is located in the bottom right or left corner of every label. It is the responsibility of the boat owner and occupants of 
the boat to understand and comply with all warning labels and safety recommendations and requirements. The operator of 
the boat and the boat owner are responsible for the proper operation of the boat and the safety of the occupants of the boat. 
Failure to adhere to and comply with the on-product warning labels and safety statements labeled as dangers, warnings, and 
cautions that appear in this manual can lead to serious injury, or death, as well as property damage.  

 
 

READ AND ADHERE TO ALL WARNING PLATES AND LABELS FROM BOW TO STERN. 

Failure to comply with safety-related information and instructions may result in serious injury or death to you and/or others 
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ALL ENGLISH WARNING LABELS 
 

Note: Labels may change at any given time. Check with Boat manufacturer for the latest label  

 

DECAL PART NUMBER DECAL DESCRIPTION DECAL PICTURE

1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER 
PRESSURE

1000039 DECAL, 191 HYBRID CAPACITY 
TAG

1001033 DECAL, 211 CAPACITY TAG

1002351 DECAL, 231 HYBRID CAPACITY 
TAG

1002321 DECAL, 2102 CAPACITY TAG
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1006049 DECAL, FISHING 7 PERSONS 
(150)

1006055 DECAL, DECK 12 PERSONS (150)

1006054 DECAL, FISHING 12 PERSONS 
(150)

1002337 DECAL, 193SC CAPACITY TAG

1006045 DECAL, 215 XTS CAP TAG (500)

1002333 DECAL, 243DC CAPACITY TAG
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1006170 DECAL, 2302 LGCY CAPACITY 
TAG

1006052 DECAL, FISHING 10 PERSONS

1006051 DECAL, FISHING 9 PERSONS 

1002364 DECAL, 32XS ON PLANE

1006038 DECAL, 195 XTS CAP TAG (100)

1002328 DECAL, 223 DECK CAPACITY 
TAG
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1006042 DECAL, 249 XTS CAP TAG (100)

1006183 DECAL, 2602 LEGACY CAP 
TAG(100

1006047 DECAL, FISHING 5 PERSONS 
(150)

1006053 DECAL, FISHING 11 PERSONS 
(150

1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT 
(500)

1002327 DECAL, 203 CAPACITY TAG
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1002334 DECAL, YACHT CAP.TAG(100)

1006048 DECAL, FISHING 6 PERSONS 
(150)

1006050 DECAL, FISHING 8 PERSONS 
(150)

1004883 DECAL, CAUTION OVERBOARD

1006244 DECAL, TRASH OVERBOARD

1001504 DECAL, 203SC/DC ON-PLANE

1006245 DECAL, NON-POTABLE WATER

1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (150)
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Note: Labels may change at any given time. Check with Boat manufacturer for the latest label  
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ALL FRENCH WARNING LABELS 
Note: Labels may change at any given time. Check with Boat manufacturer for the latest label  

 

DECAL PART NUMBER DECAL DESCRIPTION DECAL PICTURE

1006037 DECAL, 191 HYBRID CANADA 
CAP

1002368 DECAL, 203 SC CANADA CAP 
TAG

1006041 DECAL, 227 XTS CANADA CAP 
TAG

1002357 DECAL, 2102 CANADA CAP. 
TAG
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1002359 DECAL, 193 SC CANADA CAP. 
TAG

1002354 DECAL, 211 CANADA CAPACITY 
TAG

1002355 DECAL, 231 CANADA CAPACITY 
TAG

1002358 DECAL, 2302 CANADA CAP. 
TAG

1006039 DECAL, 195 XTS CANADA CAP 
TAG
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1006046 DECAL, 215 XTS CANADA CAP 
TAG

1002361 DECAL, 243 CANADA CAPACITY 
TAG

1002367 DECAL, 203 DC CANADA CAP 
TAG

1002360 DECAL, 223 CANADA CAPACITY 
TAG

1011430 DECAL, 2602 LEGACY CANADA 
CAP TAG
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Note: Labels may change at any given time. Check with Boat manufacturer for the latest label  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ALL SPANISH WARNING LABELS 
 

Note: Labels may change at any given time. Check with Boat manufacturer for the latest label  

 

 

1006044 DECAL, 251 HYB CANADA CAP 
TAG

1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ 
FRENCH

DECAL PART NUMBER DECAL DESCRIPTION DECAL PICTURE

1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ 
SPANISH
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193 SC LABELS 
 

193 SC 
ENGLISH 

Part Number Part Description 
1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT 
1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER PRESSURE 
1001585 DECAL, ON-PLANE-210DC/223DC & 243DC 
1002337 DECAL, 193SC CAPACITY TAG 
1002324 DECAL, WARNING OVER TRIM  
1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (OPTION) 
1012414 DECAL, NO VENTILATION 
1012415 DECAL, SEVERE INJURY OR DEATH 

FRENCH 
1002359 DECAL, 193 SC CANADA CAP. TAG 
1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ FRENCH 

SPANISH 
1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ SPANISH 
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193 SC LABEL LOCATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

No Ventilation label placed under all lids 
and in the Head  
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203 SC LABELS 
 

203 SC/203 DC 
ENGLISH 

Part Number Part Description 
1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT 
1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER PRESSURE 
1001585 DECAL, ON-PLANE-210DC/223DC & 243DC 
1002327 DECAL, 203 CAPACITY TAG 
1002324 DECAL, WARNING OVER TRIM  
1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (OPTION) 
1012414 DECAL, NO VENTILATION 
1012415 DECAL, SEVERE INJURY OR DEATH 

FRENCH 
1002367 DECAL, 203 DC CANADA CAP TAG 
1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ FRENCH 

SPANISH 
1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ SPANISH 
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203 SC LABEL LOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

No Ventilation label placed under all lids 
and in the Head 
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203 DC LABEL  
 

203 SC/203 DC 
ENGLISH 

Part Number Part Description 
1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT  
1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER PRESSURE 
1001585 DECAL, ON-PLANE-210DC/223DC & 243DC 
1002327 DECAL, 203 CAPACITY TAG 
1002324 DECAL, WARNING OVER TRIM  
1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (OPTION) 
1012414 DECAL, NO VENTILATION 
1012415 DECAL, SEVERE INJURY OR DEATH 

FRENCH 
1002367 DECAL, 203 DC CANADA CAP TAG 
1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ FRENCH 

SPANISH 
1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ SPANISH 
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203 DC LABEL LOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
No Ventilation label placed under all lids 

and in the Head 
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223 DC LABELS 
 

ENGLISH 
Part Number Part Description 
1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT  
1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER PRESSURE 
1001585 DECAL, ON-PLANE-210DC/223DC & 243DC 
1002328 DECAL, 223 DECK CAPACITY TAG 
1002324 DECAL, WARNING OVER TRIM  
1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (OPTION) 
1004099 DECAL, WASTE ONLY (OPTION) 
1012414 DECAL, NO VENTILATION 
1012415 DECAL, SEVERE INJURY OR DEATH 

FRENCH 
1002360 DECAL, 223 CANADA CAPACITY TAG 
1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ FRENCH 

SPANISH 
1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ SPANISH 
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223 DC LABEL LOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Ventilation label placed under all lids 
and in the Head  
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243 DC LABELS 
 

243 DC 
ENGLISH 

Part Number Part Description 
1004013 DECAL, WARNING SHEET KIT  
1000776 DECAL, CONTENTS UNDER PRESSURE 
1006055 DECAL, DECK 12 PERSONS 
1002333 DECAL, 243DC CAPACITY TAG 
1002324 DECAL, WARNING OVER TRIM  
1004098 DECAL, FRESH WATER (OPTION) 
1004099 DECAL, WASTE ONLY (OPTION) 
1012414 DECAL, NO VENTILATION 
1012415 DECAL, SEVERE INJURY OR DEATH 

FRENCH 
1002361 DECAL, 243 CANADA CAPACITY TAG 
1004014 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ FRENCH 

SPANISH 
1004015 DECAL, WARN LABEL KIT/ SPANISH 
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243 DC LABEL LOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Ventilation label placed under all lids 
and in the Head  
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SECTION 3: LEGAL REQUIREMENTS  
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
A vessel underway, when hailed by a Coast Guard vessel, is required to heave to, or maneuver in such a manner that permits 
a boarding officer to come aboard. Other federal, state, and local law enforcement officials may board and examine a vessel. 
The Coast Guard may impose a civil penalty up to $1,000 for failure to comply with equipment requirements; failure to report 
a boating accident; or comply with other federal regulations. Failure to comply with the Inland Navigation Rules Act of 1980 
can result in a civil penalty up to $5,000. Details of the Act are available online or through the U.S. Coast Guard and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. 

OPERATOR’S LICENSE 
Some states are implementing operator’s license requirements. These requirements vary widely. Many states now have 
restrictions regarding age. If you are operating in a location where minors are allowed to operate the boat, careful 
supervision by an adult should be the rule of thumb always. Whether operating a boat locally or in a remote location, operators 
should annually verify with state and local authorities regarding whether a license or training is required. 

BOATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
Boating under the influence of alcohol or drugs can be as deadly as driving a car while under the influence! Did you know:  

• A boat operator is likely to become impaired more quickly than a vehicle driver, drink for drink. 

 • The penalties for BUI can include large fines, revocation of operator privileges and serious jail time. 

• The use of alcohol is involved in about one-third of all recreational boating fatalities. 

It is illegal to operate a boat while under the influence of alcohol or drugs in every state. The Coast Guard also enforces a 
federal law that prohibits BUI. Alcohol affects judgment, vision, balance, and coordination. These impairments increase the 
likelihood of accidents afloat for both boat operators and passengers. U.S. Coast Guard data shows that in boating deaths 
involving alcohol use, over half the victims capsized their boats and/or fell overboard. Alcohol is even more hazardous on 
the water than on land. The marine environment of motion, vibration, engine noise, sun, wind, and spray accelerate a drinker’s 
impairment. These stressors cause fatigue that makes a boat operator’s coordination, judgment and reaction time decline 
even faster when using alcohol. As a result of alcohol’s effects, a boat operator with a blood alcohol concentration of 
approximately .10 percent is estimated to be more than 10 times as likely to die in a boating accident than an operator with 
zero blood alcohol concentration. Passengers are also at greatly increased risk for injury or death, especially if they are also 
using alcohol. The Coast Guard and every state has stringent penalties for violating BUI laws. Penalties can include fines, 
suspension or revocation of boat operator privileges, and jail time. The Coast Guard and individual states cooperate fully in 
enforcement of BUI laws in order to remove impaired boat operators from the waters. In waters that are overseen solely by 
the states, the states have the authority to enforce their own BUI statutes. In state waters that are also subject to U.S. 
jurisdiction, there is concurrent jurisdiction. That means if a boater is apprehended under Federal law in these waters, the 
Coast Guard will (unless precluded by state law) request that state law enforcement officers take the intoxicated boater into 
custody. Depending on the circumstances, the operator may be arrested. Penalties vary, but in many jurisdictions, operators 
found guilty of BUI can expect a civil penalty of at least $1,000 or criminal penalty of $5,000, one year of imprisonment or 
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both. Civil lawsuits in cases of property damage or injury/death to others can result in significantly more serious penalties. 
Intoxication from drugs, including legal prescription drugs, is an equally serious matter and is dealt with as seriously as 
alcohol.  

REGISTRATION, NUMBERING, AND DOCUMENTATION 
Although it might not be immediately obvious as to how this relates to boating safety, in fact it can be critical in emergencies. 
All undocumented vessels equipped with propulsion machinery must be registered in the state of principal use. A certificate 
of number will be issued upon registering the vehicle. These numbers must be displayed on your vessel. The owner/operator 
of the vessel must carry a valid certificate of number whenever the vessel is in use. When moving to a new state of principal 
use, the certificate is valid for 60 days. Check with your state boating authority for registration requirements. Numbers must 
be painted or permanently attached to each side of the forward half of the vessel. The validation stickers must be affixed 
within six inches of the registration number. With the exception of the vessel fee decal, no other letters or numbers may be 
displayed nearby. Lettering must be in plain, vertical block characters of not less than three (3) inches in height. Spaces or 
hyphens between letter and number groupings must be equal to the width of a letter other than “i” or a number other than 
“1.” The owner of a vessel must notify the agency which issued the certificate of number within fifteen (15) days if the vessel 
is transferred, destroyed, abandoned, lost, stolen, or recovered, or if the certificate of number is lost, destroyed or the 
owner’s address changed. If the certificate of number becomes invalid for any reason, it must be surrendered in the manner 
prescribed to the issuing authority within 15 days. 

 

ACCIDENT REPORTING 
Federal law requires the boat operator to file a boating accident report with the state reporting authority when, as a result 
of an occurrence that involves a boat or its equipment:  

• A Person dies  

• A Person disappears from the vessel under circumstances that indicate death or injury  

• A Person is injured and requires medical treatment beyond first aid  

• Damage to vessels and other property totals $2,000 or more (the amount may be lower in some states and territories; 
verify with local boating authorities)  

• The Boat is destroyed  

If the boat operator is deceased or unable to make the report, the boat owner is required to file the report.  
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Your responsibility does not end with your own craft. You are required by law to respond to any distress signal, visual or 
auditory. Render immediate assistance, EXCEPT in instances in which you and your passengers will be endangered or those 
situations that exceed your capabilities or the capabilities of your boat. Good Samaritan protection is provided to boaters 
who provide good faith assistance and protects them from civil liability for assistance given. 

SPEEDING AND NOISE 
Some states and boating areas have imposed speed limits for operation of boats, including but not limited to no-wake zones. 
Noise regulations may also be imposed. It is the responsibility of the boat operator to be familiar with any and all laws and 
regulations and to obey them. The U.S. Coast Guard is an excellent source for this information, including penalties for failure 
to observe the requirements. 

RADIOS—TELEPHONES 
Improper use of a radio-telephone is a criminal offense. The use of obscene, indecent, or profane language during radio 
communications is punishable by a $10,000 fine, imprisonment for two years or both. Other penalties exist for misuse of a 
radio, such as improper use of Channel 16 VHF-FM, a calling and distress channel. It is not to be used for conversation or 
radio checks. Such communications should be conducted on an authorized channel. 

REFUSE AND POLLUTION 
There are stringent requirements regarding pollution, discharge of oil, discharge of garbage and the operation and discharge 
from sanitation devices. It is the boat owner’s and operator’s responsibility to determine laws and regulations and to ensure 
that those laws and regulations are respected and enforced. Details are available through the U.S. Coast Guard. The preceding 
information provides requirements within the United States territorial waters. Boats operated under other autonomous 
governmental agencies throughout the world will have their own legal requirements, including the international MARPOL 
Treaty. Boat owners and operators are responsible for determining what those requirements are and complying with them, 
regardless of the owner/operator’s citizenship. This Owner’s Manual was developed to help ensure an enjoyable boating 
experience with a your NauticStar boat. As stated earlier, this information is not all-inclusive. There are many factors to 
consider and additional information that you need to research before undertaking any boating activity. In addition to reading 
this Owner’s Manual and other related material and familiarizing yourself with the proper operation of the NauticStar boat, 
always use common sense when boating.  
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SECTION 4: OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
COMMUNICATIONS 
The following applies to the Great Lakes and saltwater boating: 

When boating off-shore, carry communications gear such as a marine VHF-FM and/or HF transceiver(s), appropriate to the 
operating area. Cellular phone coverage is available in many coastal areas. However, cellular phones should NOT be 
considered a substitute for VHF-FM marine band radios for emergency purposes. In distress situations, press the VHF 
transmit button and clearly say: MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY. Follow this with the vessel name and/or description, the location, 
nature of emergency and number of people on-board. Then release the transmit button and wait for 10 seconds. If there is 
no response, repeat the MAYDAY call. Satellite EPIRBs (406 MHz) are designed to quickly and reliably alert rescue forces, 
indicate an accurate distress position, and guide rescue units to the distress scene, even when all other communications fail. 
When activated, the satellite EPIRB transmits a distress signal with a beacon-unique identifying code. The system detects the 
signal, calculates an accurate distress position, checks the unique identifying code against the EPIRB registration database 
(vessel and point of contact information supplied by the owner) and routes the distress alert with registration information 
to the responsible U.S. Coast Guard (or International) Rescue Coordination Center (RCC). 406MHz EPIRBs with GPS (internal 
or attached) also provide an immediate GPS position in the information passed to the RCC. Geostationary satellites make 
detection almost immediate. If the EPIRB does not have the ability to provide a GPS position, the process to determine a 
position takes about an hour on average and almost always less than two hours. Satellite EPIRBs also include a homing beacon 
and strobe to help rescue forces quickly locate the distress scene. Satellite beacons have significant coverage, alerting 
timeliness, position accuracy, and signaling advantages over other types of EPIRBs (121.5 MHz). Before purchasing or using 
something other than the 406 MHz EPIRB, be sure to understand the capabilities and limitations. Further information and a 
complete listing of VHF channels and frequencies is available at: www.navcen.uscg.gov.  

INSURANCE 
Even if someone else is operating the boat, the owner is generally held liable for any damages or injuries that occur. It is in 
the owner’s best interest to maintain sufficient personal liability and property damage insurance on the boat in anticipation 
of potential judgments. Guarding against theft is another consideration. 

WEATHER 
Never leave the dock without first checking the local weather forecast. Weather information is available from television, 
radio, local newspaper, online or from a weather channel on a VHF radio. At certain times of the year, weather can change 
rapidly, and boaters should always keep an eye out for weather conditions.  

While boating, pay attention to the following:  

• Watch for cloud build-up, especially rapid, vertically rising clouds.  

• Sudden drop in temperature.  

• Sudden change in wind direction and/or speed.  
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• On-board barometers, where placed on-board by the boat owner, should be checked every two-to-three hours. A rising 
barometer indicates fair weather and a rise in wind velocity; a falling barometer indicates stormy or rainy weather. What to 
do in severe weather:  

• Reduce speed, keeping enough power to maintain headway. 

• Put on PFDs.  

• Turn on running lights. 

• Head for the nearest shore or safe harbor that is safe to approach, if possible. 

• Head bow of boat into waves at 45-degree angle, if possible.  

• Keep bilges free of water.  

• Seat passengers on bottom of the boat, near the centerline.  

• If the engine fails, tie a sea anchor on a line from the bow of the boat to keep the boat headed into the waves. A bucket will 
work as a sea anchor in an emergency.  

• Anchor the boat, if necessary.  

• Seek shelter onshore whenever possible. Particularly avoid riding out a storm that includes high wind and/or lightning, 
which is especially dangerous. Avoid contact with metal portions of the boat such as handrails, windshields, tower, and cleats. 

NAUTICAL CHARTS 
Nautical charts are especially important to boaters planning trips, particularly on open waters. These charts show the nature 
and shape of the coast, depths of water, general configuration, and character of the bottom of the body of water. Other 
markings on the nautical charts include prominent landmarks, port facilities, aids to navigation, and marine hazards. Changes 
brought about by people and nature require that nautical charts be constantly maintained and updated to aid safe navigation. 
National Ocean Service (NOS) charts may be purchased either directly by mail from the NOS Distribution Branch or through 
an authorized agent. There are more than 1,700 nautical chart agents who sell them.  

 

FAA/NATIONAL AERONAUTICAL CHARTING OFFICE 

Distribution Division, AVN-530 1305 

East-West Highway Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Telephone: (301) 427-5000 

Email: 9-AMC-aerochart@faa.gov 

http://naco.faa.gov 
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FLOAT PLAN 
A “float plan” is a written record indicating the planned destination and approximate length of time for the outing. Sample 
forms are available at the Coast Guard’s website. One should be completed and left with a relative or friend prior to each 
trip. In case of an emergency or failure to return within a reasonable period of time, pertinent information will be available 
to assist local marine police or the Coast Guard in determining whether a search should be performed. Be sure to notify the 
float plan holder upon return. 

STAYING AFLOAT 
It is commonly believed that someone dressed in heavy clothing or waders will experience considerably more difficulty staying 
afloat if they fall overboard. This is not true. Air trapped in clothing provides flotation and bending the knees will trap air in 
waders. To stay afloat: 

 • Remain calm. Do not thrash about or try to remove clothing or footwear. This leads to exhaustion and increases the loss 
of air that may keep you afloat.  

• Keep your PFD on.  

• Keep your knees bent.  

• Float on your back and paddle slowly to safety. 

COLD WATER SURVIVAL 
Sudden immersion in cold water can induce rapid, uncontrolled breathing, cardiac arrest, and other physical body conditions, 
which can lead to drowning. Always wearing a PFD will help survival in rapid immersion situations. In other situations when 
entry into cold water is necessary:  

• Wear a PFD.  

• Button all clothing.  

• Cover your head if possible and enter the water slowly.  

• Keep your head out of the water if possible.  

• Assume the Heat Escape Lessening Posture (HELP) position as taught within a Coast Guard-taught safety course. 
Information about HELP is available online. Immersion in water speeds the loss of body heat and can lead to hypothermia, the 
abnormal lowering of internal body temperature. If a boat capsizes, it will likely float on or just below the surface. To reduce 
the effects of hypothermia, get in or on the boat. Try to get as much of your body out of the water as possible. If you can’t 
get in the boat, a PFD will enable you to keep your head out of the water. This is very important because about 50 percent of 
body heat loss is from the head. It may be possible to revive a drowning victim who has been under water for some time and 
shows no sign of life. Cases document instances where victims have been resuscitated after extended periods. Start CPR 
immediately and get the victim to a hospital as quickly as possible. Immersion suits will delay the effects of hypothermia in 
cold water and are available through many retailers who specialize in sales of marine products. The suits should be stored 
and maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
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INFLATABLE LIFE RAFTS 
An inflatable life raft can provide a survival platform for an extended period. Be sure the life raft is large enough for everyone 
on board when the boat operates offshore. It should have the appropriate emergency equipment pack and should be 
professionally serviced periodically, according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Coast Guard-approved life rafts must 
meet several stringent material and performance standards. 

ANCHORING 
Anchoring is done for two principal reasons: first, to stop for fishing, swimming, lunch, or an overnight stay, and secondly, to 
keep a boat from running aground in bad weather or as a result of engine failure. When preparing to anchor, bring the bow 
of the vessel into the wind or current. Place the engine in neutral. When the boat comes to a stop, slowly lower the anchor. 
Do not throw the anchor over as it will tend to foul the anchor or tangle line. When the anchor line has been let out, back up 
away from the anchor with the engine in idle reverse to help set the anchor. After it is firmly set, use reference points 
(landmarks) in relation to the boat to be sure that the boat is not drifting. Check the points frequently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECK SERIES OWNER’S MANUAL 
 

 46 | P a g e  DECK SERIES

SECTION 5: RULES OF THE OPEN WATER 
Just as there are rules that apply when driving a vehicle on the street, there are waterway rules that apply when driving a 
boat on the water. These rules are used internationally, and they are enforced by the United States Coast Guard and local 
agencies. You should be aware of these rules and follow them whenever you encounter another vessel on the water. In various 
geographic locations, certain rules prevail that may be unique to the locale. Each state also has laws and boating limitations 
that may be applicable only within their boundaries. It is the operator’s responsibility to seek out this information and become 
familiar with all safety-related information, laws and rules governing boating operation. The rules presented in this Owner’s 
Manual are condensed and have been provided for convenience only. Consult your local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary (USCGA), 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a complete set of rules governing the 
waters in which you will be using your boat. If you plan to travel—even for a short trip—you would be well-served to contact 
the regional USCGA, DMV or DNR in the area where you will be boating. Often, basic information is available through websites 
sponsored and prepared by these organizations and governing bodies. 

GENERAL PRUDENTIAL RULE 
This rule is called Rule 2 in the International Rules and says, “In obeying and construing these rules due regard shall be had 
to all dangers of navigation and collision, and to any special circumstances, which may render a departure from the above 
rules necessary in order to avoid immediate danger.” 

STEERING AND SAILING RULES/SOUND SIGNALS 
Any time two (2) vessels on the water meet one another, one vessel has the right-of-way. It is called the stand-on vessel. The 
vessel that does not have the right-of-way is called the give-way or burdened vessel. These rules determine which vessel 
has the right of way, and accordingly, what each vessel should do. The vessel with the right-of-way has the duty to continue 
its course and speed, except to avoid an immediate collision. When you maintain your direction and speed, the other vessel 
will be able to determine how best to avoid you. The vessel that does not have the right of way has the duty to take positive 
and timely action to stay out of the way of the stand-on vessel. Normally, the give-way vessel should not cross in front of the 
stand-on vessel but should slow down or change direction briefly and pass behind the other vessel. You should always move 
in such a way that the stand-on operator can see what you are doing if you are operating the give-way vessel.  

RULES WHEN ENCOUNTERING VESSELS 
There are three (3) main situations in which you may encounter other vessels, and you must avoid a collision. These are:  

• Meeting (you are approaching another vessel head-on).  

• Crossing (you are traveling across the other vessel’s path).  

• Overtaking (you are passing or being passed by another vessel). 
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Meeting 

If you are meeting another vessel head-on, and you are close enough to run the risk of collision, neither of you has the right 
of-way. Both of you should alter course to avoid an accident. You should keep the other vessel on your port (left) side. (This 
rule does not apply if both of you can clear each other by continuing your set course and speed.) 

 

Crossing 

When two (2) power-driven vessels are crossing each other’s path close enough to run the risk of collision, the vessel that 
views the crossing vessel to the starboard (right) side must give way. If the other vessel is to the port (left) side, you are 
the stand-on vessel, and provided the other vessel gives you the right-of-way, maintain your course and direction. 
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Overtaking 

If you are passing another vessel, you are the give-way vessel. This means that the other vessel is expected to maintain its 
course and speed. You must stay out of its way as you clear it, altering course and speed, as necessary. Conversely, if you 
are being passed by another vessel, you are the stand-on vessel, and you should maintain your speed and direction so that 
the vessel can be steered around you.  

 

 

SAILING VESSEL RIGHT-OF-WAY 
Sailing vessels should normally be given the right-of-way. The exceptions to this are:  

• When the sailing vessel is overtaking the power-driven vessel, the power-driven vessel has the right-of-way.  

• Sailing vessels should keep clear of any fishing vessel.  

• In a narrow channel, a sailing vessel should not hamper the safe passage of a power-driven vessel that can navigate only 
in such a channel. A sailing vessel that is underway but not using sails is considered a power vessel and should be treated 
like any other power vessel when determining right of way. 

FISHING VESSEL RIGHT-OF-WAY 
Under international rules, all vessels that are fishing with nets, lines or trawls are considered to be fishing vessels; however, 
boats with trolling lines are not considered fishing vessels. Fishing vessels have the right of way, regardless of position, but 
these vessels cannot impede the passage of other vessels in narrow channels. 

OTHER SPECIAL SITUATIONS 
There are additional rules to remember when operating your boat around other vessels, such as: 

• When navigating in narrow channels, you should keep to the right when it is safe and practical to do so.  
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• When preparing to go around a bend that may obstruct your view of other water vessels, you should sound a prolonged 
blast on the horn or with a whistle for four (4) to six (6) seconds. Even if no reply is heard, you should still proceed around 
the bend with caution.  

READING BUOYS AND OTHER MARKERS 
The waters of the United States are marked for safe navigation by the lateral system of buoyage. The markers and buoys you 
encounter will have an arrangement of shapes, colors, numbers, and lights to show which side of the buoy a boater should 
pass when navigating in a particular direction. The Uniform State Waterway Marker System has been devised for these 
waters. This system uses buoys and signs with distinctive shapes and colors to show regulatory or advisory information. The 
markings on these buoys are oriented from the perspective of being entered from a seaward direction while the boater is 
going toward the port. Red buoys are passed on the starboard (right) side when proceeding from open water into port, and 
green buoys are passed on the port (left) side. When navigating out of port, your position to the buoys should be reversed: 
red buoys to port (left) and green buoys to starboard (right). 

Uniform State Waterway Marker System 

Green or Black Channel Marker Buoy: Traveling upstream, you should pass to the right of the buoy as it marks the left side 
of the channel. 

Red Channel Marker Buoy: Traveling upstream, you should pass to the left of the buoy as it marks the right side of the 
channel.  

Junction Buoy (Green over Red): Means two channels are coming together and you should pass to the right of the buoy as 
you travel upstream.  

Junction Buoy (Red over Green): Means two channels are coming together and you should pass to the left of the buoy as 
you travel upstream.  

Passing Daymark (Green): A sign mounted on poles in the water or on the bank which is used in the same manner as a 
channel marker buoy. In this case it marks the left side of the channel as you travel upstream.  

Passing Daymark (Red): A sign mounted on poles in the water or on the bank which is used in the same manner as a channel 
marker buoy. In this case it marks the right side of the channel as you travel upstream. 

Channel Crossing Daymark (Green): A sign mounted on poles in the water or on the bank which means the channel is 
crossing from the left bank to the right bank as you travel upstream.  

Channel Crossing Daymark (Red): A sign mounted on poles in the water or on the bank which means the channel is crossing 
from the right bank to the left bank as you travel upstream.  

Boats Keep Out Buoy: Marks a swimming area, an area near a dam or any area where boats are not allowed.  

Danger Buoy: Marks an obstruction, ferry cable, or any area where boats should not navigate or should use extreme caution.  

Information Buoy: Used to relay information. Words printed in black (usually inside the border) tell place names, distances, 
directional arrows, availability of supplies, gasoline, etc.  
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Control Buoy: Marks a restricted area such as “slow no-wake,” “5 MPH, no skiing or no fishing.”  

Mooring Buoy: Means an anchor buoy. This is the only buoy to which a boat may tie or secure to.  

Diver’s Flag: Must be used any time a diver is in the water. Boats must not come closer than 50 feet of the flag and must 
operate at a slow, no-wake speed within 200 feet.  

Alpha Flag: Means a vessel is engaged in diving operations or is restricted in its ability to navigate. Boaters must use extreme 
caution and are advised to look for a diver’s-down flag.  

NOTE: Markings may vary by geographic location. For example, the Western Rivers System markers are slightly different, as 
well as in different states or jurisdictions. Always consult appropriate boating authorities before boating in unfamiliar waters. 
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SECTION 6: GENERAL INFORMATION  
DECK LAYOUTS 

 
193 SC  
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203 SC 
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203 DC 
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223 DC 
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243 DC 
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HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (HIN) LOCATION  
The HIN can be found riveted to the hull on the starboard aft/transom area.   

 

 

Record your HIN number here: ________________________________________________________ 

WARRANTY INFORMATION  
A full warranty statement is available on the NauticStar website at https://nauticstarboats.com/downloads/warranty-
statement/ 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS  
193 SC  

Length  18’ 9” (5.72 m) 
Beam  102” (2.59 m) 
Approximate Draft  10” (0.25 m) 
Transom Height  25” (0.64 m) 
Deadrise at Transom 12.0o  

Deadrise at Entry  40.0o 

Maximum Horsepower (HP) Rating  150 HP (112 kW) 
Max Persons/ Total Persons Weight  10 / 1447 lb (656 kg) 
Max Weight Capacity  2250 lb (1020 kg) 
Approximate Dry Weight (Excluding Motor) 1298 lb (953 kg)  
Fuel Capacity* 31 gal (117 L) 
Front Livewell/Cooler (If equipped) 22 gal (83 L) 

 

 

 

 

203 SC 
Length  20’ 4” (6.20 m) 
Beam  102” (2.59 m) 
Approximate Draft  10” (0.25 m) 
Transom Height  25” (0.508 m) 
Deadrise at Transom 11o  
Deadrise at Entry  34o 
Maximum Horsepower (HP) Rating 150 HP (112 kW) 
Max Persons/ Total Persons Weight  10/ 1450 lb (658 kg) 
Max Weight Capacity  2280 lb (1035 kg) 
Approximate Dry Weight (Excluding Motor) 2100 lb (953 kg) 
Fuel Capacity* 46 Gal (174 L) 
Front Livewell (If equipped) 22 Gal (83 L) 
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203 DC  
Length  20’ 4” (6.20 m) 
Beam  102” (2.59 m) 
Approximate Draft  10” (0.25 m) 
Transom Height  25” (0.508 m) 
Deadrise at Transom 11o  

Deadrise at Entry  34o 

Maximum Horsepower (HP) Rating  150 HP (112 kW) 
Max Persons/ Total Persons Weight  10/ 1450 lb (658 kg) 
Max Weight Capacity  2280 lb (1035 kg) 
Approximate Dry Weight (Excluding Motor) 2175 lb (987 kg) 
Fuel Capacity* 46 Gal (174 L) 
Front Livewell (If equipped) 22 Gal (83 L) 

 

 

 

 

223 DC 
Length  22’ 7” (6.88 m) 
Beam  102” (2.59 m) 
Approximate Draft  12” (0.30 m) 
Transom Height  25” (0.64 m) 
Deadrise at Transom 13o 

Deadrise at Entry  35o 

Maximum Horsepower (HP) Rating  225 HP (168 kW) 
Max Persons/ Total Persons Weight  10/1350 lb (612 kg) 
Max Weight Capacity  2650 lb (1202 kg) 
Approximate Dry Weight (Excluding Motor) 2873 lb (1303 kg) 
Fuel Capacity* 62 Gal (235 L) 
Front Livewell (If equipped) 22 Gal (83 L) 
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243 DC 
Length  24’ 3” (7.39 m) 
Beam  102” (2.59 m) 
Approximate Draft  14” (0.36 m) 
Transom Height  25” (0.64 m) 
Deadrise at Transom 16o 

Deadrise at Entry  40o 

Maximum Horsepower (HP) Rating  300 HP (224 kW) 
Max Persons/ Total Persons Weight  12/2000 lb (907 kg) 
Max Weight Capacity  3000 lb (1361 kg) 
Approximate Dry Weight (Excluding Motor) 3373 lb (1530 kg) 
Fuel Capacity* 62 Gal (235 L) 
Front Livewell (If equipped) 22 Gal (83 L) 

 

Note: Draft may change depending on motor selection, amount of fuel, and gear added. *The usable fuel capacity will be 
affected by factors such as EPA-required fuel system components, temperature, and boat loading which may reduce the 
usable fuel capacity by 10%. 

OUTBOARD ENGINE MOUNTING HEIGHT 
Outboard engine mounting is adjusted to the second hole from the top on all Deck models.  

 

PROPELLER SAFETY 

 

PROPELLER(S) MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH. Shut off the engine(s) when near persons in the water, 
prior to using the swim platform, or the boarding ladder 
 

MEANS OF UNASSISTED REBOARDING 
The NauticStar Deck series has a bow and stern swim ladder for quick and easy water access. To operate the swim ladder, 
and reboard the boat see the following:  

 
• Open swim ladder lid 
• Fold over the swim ladder  
• Remove bungee  
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• Pull down on bottom rung until ladder is fully deployed  
• Climb ladder always keeping at least one hand and one foot in contact with ladder or handrail  

 

 
 
 

LIFTING THE BOAT 
When the boat is hoisted from the water, proper use of the stern eyes or a sling system is required for all NauticStar Deck 
Series models. Although stern eyes are designed to lift a boat from the water, care must be taken to ensure you do not 
damage your boat. A spreader bar used at the stern will help ensure that the load at the stern eyes is vertical. A strap 
placed between stern eyes, and then lifted from the mid-point, is not the recommended method, and will put substantial 
additional stress on the stern eye mounting location. 

Using Lifting Eyes 

An overhead hoist with an appropriate rating capacity should be used to lift your boat. Cables should be properly rated for 
each model. Each cable should be rated above the full weight of the model to be lifted.  

Using Lifting Slings 

An overhead hoist with an appropriate rating capacity should be used. Slings must be six (6) inches and each sling should 
have a minimum capacity rating more than the weight of the model that is to be lifted. Use an eight-foot spreader bar on 
each sling to prevent damaging side pressure to the deck or gunwale molding. 
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SECTION 7: SYSTEM DESCRIPTION AND OPERATION  
BILGE PUMP SYSTEMS  

 
Example of Bilge Pumps Used.  

The function of the bilge pump is to remove water that collects in the bilge, which is the bottom of the inside of the hull. 
Your NauticStar Deck series will have 1 auto bilge pump. Bilge pumps are accessed through the access plate located in the 
splash well. This bilge pump is a rated for 800 GPH (gallons per hour) and will pump water directly overboard. In case of 
replacement contact your nearest NauticStar dealer. The part number is RM800B-ENBJA.  
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The Auto bilge pump will always be powered and automatically switch on when the water level in the bilge is high enough to 
raise the float. The auto bilge pump will activate a light on the switch panel when it is running. The auto bilge pump is also 
able to be manually controlled. The manual control switch is located on the switch panel. Unless manual control is desired, 
the auto bilge switch should be set in the “auto” position.  

 

PROPULSION  
NauticStar boats come factory equipped with Yamaha and Mercury engines. Please refer to their specific owner manuals 
for information. These owners’ manuals are included with the purchase of your boat. A digital version and additional 
information can be obtained at:  

Yamaha  

https://yamahaoutboards.com/en-us/home/owner-resources/all/owners-manuals 

 

Mercury  

https://www.mercurymarine.com/en/us/land/owners-manuals/ 

 

CONTROLS 

 

Typical Deck Series Helm.  



DECK SERIES OWNER’S MANUAL 
 

 63 | P a g e  DECK SERIES

Note: May change slightly depending on model and options selected.  

 

 

Tachometer: Displays engine RPMs. 

Speedometer: Displays speed of boat in MPH. 

Fuel Gauge: Displays fuel level  

Throttle: Used to control RPM and speed of boat 

Trim Control: Located on throttle assembly. Pressing up will raise motor (trim up).  Pressing down will lower motor (trim 
down) 

Kill Switch Lanyard: When pulled, boat engine will be immediately turned off. When removed, boat engine will not crank 

Switch Panel: Controls electrical functions of boat, such as navigation lights, horn, manual bilge, livewell, etc.) 

 

VENTILATION 
NauticStar boats are naturally ventilated. Refer to SECTION 1: SAFETY for information and tips on how to prevent the 
accumulation of harmful vapors and fumes.  

FUEL SYSTEMS  

 

Gasoline is extremely flammable and highly explosive under certain conditions. Always stop the engine and never 
smoke or allow open flames or sparks within fifty (50) feet of the fueling area when fueling. 
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Fuel Fill Location 

The fuel fill is located on the port aft ship for all NauticStar Deck models. The fuel fill location can be identified by the gas 
pump symbol engraved on the cap.  

 

 

 

Take care not to spill gasoline. If gasoline is spilled accidentally, wipe up all traces of it with dry rags immediately 
and dispose properly on shore. 

 

Tank 

The fuel tank is located under the deck towards the aft of the boat. Access to tank can be gained by removing the access 
cover found underneath the aft seating.   
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Filters 
The fuel water separator for deck series models is mounted to the transom wall in the bilge area for all Yamaha and some 
Mercury engines. It can be accessed through the splash well access cover.  

 
 

Note: Mercury engines less than 115 HP have a fuel water separator located on the engine itself. Please refer to the 
Mercury owner’s manual for specific location.  
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WASTE SYSTEMS 
It is the operator’s responsibility to discharge any waste safely and legally. See the following information for some general 
guidelines.  

Federal law says that untreated sewage can NOT be discharged in inland or coastal waters. This means the sewage from a 
portable toilet or a Type III holding tank cannot be discharged unless you are in the ocean more than 3 miles offshore. 
Operating in a federally designated “No Discharge Area” further restricts what sewage you can discharge overboard. In 
these areas, there is no treated sewage discharge allowed from boats. That means if you have a Type I or II MSD, you are 
not allowed to discharge it while in those waters. There is a trend towards more local waters being designated as No 
Discharge Areas, so if you rely on using your Type I or II MSD, check a cruising guide before venturing into new waters. 

This national symbol is used to show boaters where onshore pumpout services are located. You’ll need to know this symbol 
if you use a portable toilet or Type III MSD (holding tank) on your boat. 

 
223 DC 

The 223 DC has options for a portable toilet or a pump out porta potty. The pump out porta potty will be emptied through 
the deck fitting shown below.  

 
243 DC 

The 243 can come equipped with a portable toilet or an electric flush toilet. If the electric toilet option is selected, the 
waste will be stored below deck in a holding tank, and waste can be pumped out through the deck fitting shown. 
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For 243 equipped with overboard discharge,  

Waste can be pumped through the deck (as shown above), or the overboard discharge can be activated by switch located 
on the cockpit switch panel. When activated, the contents of the waste holding tank will be macerated and discharged 
overboard into the water.  Please check laws in your area before discharging.  

 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 
Batteries 

 
Batteries are located under the starboard aft seat and can be accessed by lifting the side compartment. There will be 2 
batteries present in all NauticStar deck series boats. One battery for engine cranking and another for house electrical 
functions.  
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For NauticStar Deck Series w/ Trolling Motor Option: 

 A 3rd battery option is included ONLY on NauticStar deck series with the trolling motor option. The 3rd battery is located 
under the Port FWD seat of the boat supplying a power source for the trolling motor. This battery can be accessed by lifting 
the FWD seat on the port side.  

 

Main Battery Switch 
 

The battery main switch is located just above the starboard jump seat. Switching this switch to the “Off” position will 
eliminate power to all electrical functions except the auto-bilge pump system. The “On” position will turn on power for all 
house and engine cranking functions. When set to “Combine”, the switch will combine the house battery and cranking 
battery for engine cranking. This can be used to help start the engine if the engine cranking battery is low on voltage or 
“drained”.  

 

Batteries 
Access 

Main Battery 
Switch 
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The main battery switch is mounted just above the batteries compartment.  

 
Automatic Charging Relay (ACR) 

 
The NauticStar Deck series is equipped with a Blue Sea Systems ACR. The Automatic Charging Relay (ACR) is designed to 
manage the charging current from alternators up to 65 Amps found on most outboards. Start Isolation (SI) protects 
sensitive electronics by temporarily isolating house loads from the engine circuit during engine cranking, protecting the 
house circuit from voltage sags and spikes. Additional information can be obtained at the manufacturer’s website available 
at: 

https://www.bluesea.com/ 
 

 

The ACR is mounted just above the battery compartment and beside the main battery switch. 

 
Fusing and Breakers 

For 193 SC, 203 SC, 203 DC 
 
These models use a fuse block and the switches do not have integrated circuit breakers in the switch panel. A diagram of 
the fuse blocks is shown below. The fuse block is located inside the console, behind the steering wheel.  
 

Automatic Charging 
Relay (ACR) 
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For 243 DC 
 

The helm face switch panel comes equipped with an integrated breaker system. The breakers are located just under the 
switch and are protected by a rubber nipple. When tripped, the breaker will deploy a small button into this rubber nipple. To 
reset the circuit breaker, press down onto the rubber nipple and push the button back into the circuit. Before resetting a 
circuit breaker, inspect the circuit and determine the cause of the trip.  

 

Wiring Diagrams  

Wiring diagrams can be found on the NauticStar website. Available at: https://nauticstarboats.com/downloads/ 
 
 
 



DECK SERIES OWNER’S MANUAL 
 

 71 | P a g e  DECK SERIES

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT 

Horn 

All NauticStar boats come factory equipped with a Coast Guard compliant horn. The horn can be activated by pressing the 
switch labeled “Horn” located on the switch panel.  

 

Electronics (MFDs) 

Your boat may have an optional Simrad installed. Please refer to their specific owner’s manual for operation and is 
included with the purchase of your NauticStar boat.  

Navigation Lights 

Although NauticStar boats are designed to be operated during daylight, there are instances in which operators may find 
themselves on the water at dawn, dusk or even at night. Weather conditions during daylight may also result in the need to 
run or anchor with the lights on. NauticStar boats come factory equipped with Coast Guard compliant navigation lights.  The 
lights can be operated by toggling/pressing the switch labeled “lights navigation” located on the helm switch panel. The green 
side marker light is located above the forward starboard rub rail. The red side marker light is located above the forward 
port rub rail. A white 360o light is located on the aft starboard gunwale. This light is removable on some models, so ensure it 
is installed and working before using the navigation lights. Boats containing separate sidelights comply with inland rules only 
so operation is limited to inland waterways only. 
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ANCHORING AND MOORING 

Anchor Location 
The anchor is located in the anchor locker at the bow of the boat.  

 

 
 

Cleats 
Cleats can be used as a secure location to attach ropes for mooring and handling the boat. All NauticStar Deck series boats 
come equipped with a minimum of 4 stainless steel pop-up cleats. The 243 DC will come equipped with two additional 
midship cleats. See the following pictures below for their general location. 
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Cleats Location for NauticStar Deck Series: 193, 203, & 223. 

 
Note: 223 DC used for reference 

Cleats Location for243 DC Only: Additional midship cleats  

 

Note: 243 DC used for reference 
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Strong Points 

A strong point is defined as: any fitting on a boat designed to be used for the attachment of anchor chains, anchor lines, tow 
lines, and warps.  

On NauticStar Deck Series models, the strong points are all of the 4-6 cleat locations, bow eyes, and stern eyes.  
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SECTION 8: TRAILERING  
Please take a few minutes to read this section of the Owner’s Manual completely before using your trailer for the first time. 
If you still have questions after reviewing this information, be sure to contact an authorized NauticStar dealer. It is important 
that any and all trailer operators possess as much knowledge as possible.  

TRAILER MAINTENANCE AND QUICK TIPS 
Lubrication 

To ensure proper operation of the trailer jack, wipe it down and lubricate it on a regular basis. 

Saltwater Effects 

If the trailer is backed into salt water, you must completely and thoroughly wash the trailer in fresh water to prevent rusting. 
Salt water is very corrosive, even on galvanized trailers, and can corrode the braking system. Exposure to salt water can 
also cause brake pads to stick and malfunction. 

Regular Cleaning 

The trailer will look better and last longer if it is rinsed off with fresh water several times a year. If the boat is run in brackish 
or salt water, the trailer should be rinsed thoroughly after every trip because of residual effects of the brackish or salt 
water. An annual washing with a mild detergent and waxing with an auto wax will also help to keep the trailer bright and clean. 

Braking System 

Check the braking system at the beginning of boating season and again at the conclusion, along with the wheel bearings. If 
there is anything that appears to be worn or leaking, take the trailer to an authorized dealer for a check and possible repair. 

Tow Vehicle Approach 

Tow vehicles must always approach the trailer slowly prior to being hitched to the trailer. This allows the operator to retain 
greater control. Hard impact with the trailer or improper alignment on the trailer can result in damage to the tow vehicle, 
boat and/or the trailer, and any such damage is not covered under warranty. 

TRAILER MANEUVERING TIPS 
Backing Up 

When backing up, place your hand at the bottom of the steering wheel. To turn left, move your hand left (rotate the wheel 
clockwise). To turn right, move your hand right (rotate the wheel counterclockwise). Back up slowly. Because mirrors cannot 
provide all of the visibility you may need when backing up, whenever possible have someone outside at the rear of the trailer 
to guide you while backing up. Use slight movements of the steering wheel to adjust direction. Exaggerated movements will 
cause greater movement of the trailer. If you have difficulty, pull forward and realign the tow vehicle and trailer and start 
over.  
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Parking 

When parking, try to avoid parking on steep grades. If possible, have someone outside to guide you as you park. Once stopped, 
but before shifting into park, have someone place blocks on the downhill side of the trailer wheels. Apply the parking brake, 
shift into park, and then remove your foot from the brake pedal. Following this parking sequence is important to be sure your 
vehicle does not become locked in park because of extra load on the transmission. For manual transmissions, apply the 
parking brake and then turn the vehicle off in either first gear when parked uphill, or reverse gear, when parked downhill.  

Uncoupling 

When uncoupling the trailer, place blocks at the front and rear of the trailer tires to ensure that the trailer does not roll away 
when the coupling is released.  

Unbalanced Load 

An unbalanced load may cause the tongue to suddenly rotate upward; therefore, before uncoupling, place jack stands under 
the rear of the trailer. 

Difficult Towing 

 If a trailer seems hard to tow or sways to one side, a brake rotor may not be rotating freely. If this appears to be the 
problem, immediately contact your authorized dealer for assistance. Ignoring this symptom could result in brake failure.  

Check Trailer Jack and Lug Wrench 

The trailer jack and lug wrench that came with the tow vehicle may also work on the trailer, but don’t count on it, check it to 
be sure before you need it.  

Road Trip Kit 

Make up a special road trip kit and carry it with you on all trips. The kit should include a spare wheel and tire, lug wrench, 
wheel chocks, bearing grease, spare strap for tie-downs and winch, extra lights, wheel bearings and road flares.  

Insurance 

Some insurance policies do not provide coverage when towing a trailer. Check the policy or call the insurance agent to be 
certain that you have appropriate insurance coverage in place. 

LOAD-CARRYING CAPACITY  

 

The total weight of the boat, engine, fuel, water, and gear must not exceed the trailer’s maximum load-carrying 
capacity. Overloading can cause instability and loss of control while towing, which may result in death, serious injury 
or property damage. 
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Check the certification label attached to the front left side of the trailer. This is very important as it shows the maximum 
load-carrying capacity of the trailer. It will also show the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). Be sure that the total weight 
of the boat, engine, gear and trailer does not exceed the GVWR.  

NOTE: The Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (“GVWR”) is the estimated total weight of a road vehicle that is loaded to capacity, 
including the weight of the vehicle itself. Therefore, the maximum load carrying capacity of the trailer is the GVWR less the 
weight of the empty trailer. 

ON ROAD OPERATION TIPS 
With a boat trailer in tow, an operator will be driving down the road with a vehicle combination that is longer, heavier and 
sometimes wider and taller than the tow vehicle. This means the operator should make a few adjustments to normal driving 
practices to compensate for the differences. 

Use Common Sense 

NauticStar cannot anticipate every type of situation in which drivers may find themselves. The following recommendations 
apply to general situations, but it is up to the individual driver to properly and safely act or react as a given situation requires.   

Take a Shakedown Cruise 

Before making the first major trip or lake cruise with a trailer, make at least one short trial run to become familiar with its 
handling characteristics. Be sure everything is working properly.  

Slow Down  

There is less strain on the tow vehicle, trailer and boat at moderate to slow speeds. Also, many states have lower speed 
limits for vehicles towing trailers. Driving at moderate speeds will place less strain on the tow vehicle and the trailer. Trailer 
instability (sway) is more likely to occur as speed increases. Particular attention needs to be given to all aspects of towing 
when traveling over bumpy roads and railroad crossings.  

Allow Extra Time and Space  

You’ll need more of both when passing and stopping.  

Pass With Extra Care 

 Signal well in advance and make sure you allow extra distance to clear the vehicle you are passing before you pull back into 
the lane. Pass on level terrain with plenty of clearance. Avoid passing on steep up or down grades. Down shift as necessary 
to improve acceleration or speed maintenance. When passing on narrow roads, be careful to avoid soft shoulders. Running 
on soft shoulders could cause the trailer to jack-knife or go out of control.  

Avoid Sudden Steering Maneuvers 

 These may create sway or undue side force on the trailer. To control swaying caused by air pressure changes and wind 
buffeting when larger vehicles pass from either direction, release the accelerator pedal to slow down. Keep a firm grip on 
the steering wheel. 
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 Allow Considerably More Distance for Stopping  

There is considerably more weight to be maneuvered, and even though your trailer is equipped with a braking system, it is 
highly likely that additional room will be needed in order to execute slowing or full stops. 

 Check the Rear-View Mirrors  

If not already equipped with them, install outside rear view mirrors on both sides of the tow vehicle. Make it a habit to check 
the mirrors at frequent intervals to be sure the trailer and boat are riding properly.  

Swing Wider Trailer  

Trailer wheels are closer to the inside of turns than the wheels on the tow vehicle. This means swinging wider at curves and 
corners will be required to prevent impacts between the trailer and other objects. 

Do Not Control Trailer Sway by Using Vehicle Brakes 

 Especially avoid jamming on the brakes hard. Generally, this type of action makes the sway worsen.  

Pay Attention to Wind  

Be prepared for sudden changes in air pressure and/or wind buffeting when larger vehicles pass from either direction. Slow 
down a little and keep a firm hand on the steering wheel. If the boat is equipped with a Bimini top, the top should be closed.  

Avoid Sudden Stops and Starts  

Even though the trailer has brakes, a sudden stop can cause it to skid, slide or even jack-knife. (Be especially careful to avoid 
the necessity for quick stops while turning.) Smooth, gradual starts and stops will improve gas mileage and put less strain 
on the tie-downs, etc.  

Signal Your Intentions  

Well before stopping, turning, changing lanes, or passing, use turn signals to let other vehicles know what you intend to do. 

Drive in Tow Vehicle Manufacturer Recommended Gear  

If the tow vehicle has a manual transmission, traveling in lower gears when going up steep hills or over sand, gravel or dirt 
roads will ease the load on the engine and transmission. When driving on long downhill grades, try to avoid down-shifting. 
Running in a low gear going downhill, which uses the engine as a brake, can actuate the trailer’s surge brakes continuously 
for the duration of the grade, causing them to over-heat. A better procedure is to slow down before the start of the down 
grade and maintain a controlled downhill speed with repeated application and release of tow vehicle (and thus, the trailer) 
brakes. This technique permits the brakes to cool down between applications and provides for reserve braking capacity in 
an emergency. On moderate and steep sections, down-shifting into lower gears may be unavoidable. Slowing down is 
important to allow the brakes to avoid overheating. Don’t hesitate to pull over when possible, during or after severe braking 
situations and allow the system to cool down. Running a stretch of highway where braking is not necessary is the quickest 
way to cool down the brake system because it allows a significant volume of air to flow through the vented rotors and over 
the brake pads.  
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Always be Courteous  

Make it as easy as possible for faster-moving vehicles to pass you. Remain in the slower lane and be prepared to reduce 
speed if they need extra time to return to the lane. 

Do Not Tailgate  

Allow at least one combined car and trailer length between you and the car ahead for every 10 mph you are traveling.  

Bumping and Fish-Tailing Signals a Flat  

Do not jam on the brakes or mash the accelerator to try to drive out of it. Stop slowly and in as straight a line as possible. If 
conditions permit, allow the trailer and tow vehicle to coast at a very slow speed and try to avoid braking, except when the 
wheels are straight ahead, and the trailer and tow vehicle are in line. If the trailer begins to fish-tail under acceleration to 
highway speed, back off the accelerator a little, and it should cease. If it begins again upon acceleration, stop and check the 
load. If the load is not evenly distributed, or if it is too far back so that the hitch load becomes too light, the result can be 
fish-tailing. Redistribute the load before continuing.  

TRAILER CHECKLIST 
Before towing the vehicle, be sure to read and familiarize yourself with the instructions and warnings supplied with it. 

Never Tow This Vehicle Before Safety Checking the Following: 

• Coupler, hitch, and hitch ball are of the same size  

• Breakaway cable is properly attached to the tow vehicle 

 • Coupler and safety chains are safely secured to the hitch of the tow vehicle  

• All fasteners are properly tightened  

• Boat is securely tied down to trailer (winch line is not a tie down)  

• Wheel lug nuts are properly tightened 

•Wheel bearings are properly adjusted and maintained  

• Load is within the maximum load carrying capacity 

 • Load inside the boat is properly distributed  

• Tires are properly inflated  

• All trailer lighting is working properly  

• Trailer brakes are properly adjusted and working (if trailer is so equipped) 

• Tower on the boat (if so equipped) is secure. It is upright and locked in place unless the tower can be locked in the down 
position (243 DC only). 



DECK SERIES OWNER’S MANUAL 
 

 80 | P a g e  DECK SERIES

• Sufficient overhead clearance before removing the boat/trailer from cover, or when towing so that the unit will clear any 
overhead items such as trees, bridges, overhead power lines, overpasses, etc. 
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SECTION 9: AQUATIC SPECIES (AIS) MITIGATION  
Aquatic invasive species are harmful, non-native plants, animals, and microorganisms living in aquatic habitats that damage 
ecosystems or threaten commercial, agricultural, and recreational activities. Aquatic invasive species can be found in the 
untreated water sources, either a natural source (a river or lake) or a human-made water body (a reservoir, canal, or stock 
tank) that has not been treated for municipal use or human consumption. 

AIS can be mitigated by the following: 

• Avoid discharging live wells that were filled in one body of water in another body of water   

• Clean and remove all plant parts and mud from external surfaces of boat, trailer, and equipment after an operational period 

• Use the decontamination center located at some boat launches 
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SECTION 10: MAINTENANCE 
CORROSION PROTECTION  
Galvanic corrosion (electrolysis) is the decomposition of metal due to the effects of electrolytic action. When two (2) 
dissimilar metals are immersed in a conductive fluid (e.g., salt water), an electric current is produced, much like the action 
of a battery. As the current flows, it takes with it tiny bits of the softer metal. If left unchecked, severe damage may occur 
over time. If the boat is operated in salt, polluted or brackish waters, even temporarily, the boat should be equipped with a 
transom-mounted aluminum anode to prevent damage to those metal parts coming in contact with salt water. The 
aluminum is, by design, self-sacrificing. It is slowly eroded away by electrolytic action and requires periodic inspection for 
deterioration. When the aluminum has eroded to approximately one-half (1/2) of its original size, it must be replaced to 
continue protection, or damage to other metal parts may result.  

SALTWATER CARE AND MAINTENANCE 

• Rinse the boat with fresh water after each use in salt water:  
• Bilge  
• Hull and deck including all underwater gear  
• Upholstery  
• Carpet  
• If a boat has removable floor covering it should be removed for drying 

• Rinse metal components with fresh water and wipe down with WD-40:  
• Aluminum dash plates  
• Steering wheel  
• Tower components  
• Engine  
• Handrails  
• Cleats  
• Glovebox  
• Walk-thru door  
• Exposed Seat frame 
• Windshield frame and stanchions 

• Spray motor mounts with a corrosion inhibitor at least once a month 
• Inspect anodes and replace when they reduce to 50 percent of their original size 

  

ENGINE MAINTENANCE  
Your NauticStar boat is factory equipped with Yamaha or Mercury motors. For engine maintenance, refer to their specific 
owner’s manuals. A copy of these owner’s manuals is included with your purchase. Owner’s manuals are also available at: 

Yamaha  

https://yamahaoutboards.com/en-us/home/owner-resources/all/owners-manuals 
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Mercury  

https://www.mercurymarine.com/en/us/land/owners-manuals/ 

HULL 

Periodic cleaning is the best way to keep your boat looking like new. Regular washing and waxing keep dirt and build-up from 
deteriorating the finish. If you keep your boat in showroom-new condition, then your personal satisfaction will be higher and 
the resale value of your boat will be greater. The boat is made of fiberglass-reinforced plastic resin material that is easy to 
clean and care for. Several layers of resin material are chemically bonded together to form the hull. The smooth outside 
surface of the hull is a layer of gel coat resin. The gel coat is a solid color that is only a few millimeters thick. Beneath the 
gel coat surface is a series of layers of chemical resin, fiberglass mat and woven roving. It is these layers that give the boat 
its strength and maintain the hull shape. Even though NauticStar has carefully crafted boats from resilient materials, it is 
still the responsibility of the boat owner to perform regular and routine cleaning maintenance to ensure that the boat exterior, 
interior and components retain both their appearance and strength. 

When washing the boat, use a mild detergent, such as Dawn or Ivory dish soap, or similar commercially produced detergent, 
and warm water solution. DO NOT use abrasive cleaners, solvents, ammonia, or chlorine, as these will damage the gel coat 
surface. Under extreme conditions, special cleaners may be used to remove marine growth from the hull. (See an authorized 
NauticStar service department for further instructions.) 

FIBERGLASS AND NON-SKID  
To protect your deck and non-skid areas from the deteriorating effects of the sun, oxidation, and water spots, use a good 
quality “fiberglass and non-skid deck” wax every two-three months. Apply according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.  

CARPET (IF EQUIPPED) 
Occasionally washing with mild detergent and warm water or household carpet cleaners will help keep the carpet clean. 
Thoroughly hose the detergent out of the carpet and into the bilge. (This is a good time to clean the bilge also.) Allow the boat 
to remain uncovered to air dry for several days to prevent any mildew or odor caused by moisture. 

UPHOLSTERY (IF EQUIPPED) 
While the vinyl is made to withstand the elements, it is important to care for vinyl by keeping it always clean. Many substances 
may stain the vinyl if left untreated over a period of time. Remember to remove any contaminant and clean vinyl immediately. 
Regular washing with mild detergent and warm water or vinyl cleaners is sufficient to keep the cushion and vinyl coverings 
in good condition.  

WINDSHIELD (IF EQUIPPED) 
In cleaning tempered glass windshields, the normal glass cleaners (from spray bottles or aerosol cans) work best. While the 
glass is very strong, it can be scratched if anything abrasive is used. Harsh chemicals or solvents should be avoided because 
they may affect the vinyl gaskets, anodized or powder-coated finish on the extrusions. 
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SEADEK MAINTENANCE (IF EQUIPPED) 
SeaDek should be handled only with clean hands. Oil, grease, or dirt may leave permanent imprints on the surface.  

SeaDek Marine Products recommends using Dek MagicTM cleaner, which has been specifically developed for easy cleaning of 
PE/EVA nonskid materials and is effective on a variety of stains. Dek Magic is available for purchase on seadek.com. For best 
results, wet with water then spray Dek Magic liberally over the entire area. With a medium bristled brush, lightly work the 
product in. Let the cleaner sit for 3-5 minutes then use water to dampen the area and lightly scrub again. Rinse the cleaner 
off thoroughly and dry with a clean towel. If you encounter a stubborn stain, repeat these steps as needed. If Dek Magic is 
not available, see the below steps for other cleaning options.  

Dirt and Footprints 

Use an all-purpose cleaner, degreaser, or dish soap along with warm water and a medium bristled brush. Thoroughly work 
the soapy mixture into the SeaDek until stain comes up. Rinse with clean water and repeat if necessary.  

Suntan Lotion, Grease, and Oils 

Use an all-purpose cleaner or degreaser alone with a medium bristled brush. Put small amount of the cleaner on the oil 
stain and use a medium bristled brush and warm water to scrub until the oil is out. Rinse with clean water and repeat if 
needed.  

Rust Stains 

Wet the affected area and apply a dry, powdered Oxalic acid (such as Barkeeper’s Friend) to the rust stain. Use a medium 
bristled brush to work the powder into the stain and allow to soak for 3-5 minutes. Rinse with water and repeat if necessary. 
When applying oxalic acid, use care to avoid getting acid on the edges of the pad, as it could damage the lamination or PSA. 
Please follow your state and/or country regulations for proper chemical handling. Wear vinyl or nitrile gloves and eye 
protection when necessary.  

USE WITH CARE 

• Although highly effective, using a pressure washer to clean SeaDek pads can cause damage if not done properly. DO NOT 
exceed 1200 PSI. Spray from the middle to the outside of the pads. Do not point the pressurized spray under the edge of the 
pad. 

 • Acetone (if it must be used, avoid the edges of the pad to protect the adhesive)  

• Oxalic Acid (if it must be used, avoid the edges of the pad to protect the adhesive) 

 • Bleach (if used, dilute 1 cup with 1 gallon of water)  

DO NOT USE 

• Citrus Cleaners  

• Mineral Spirits  

For best cleaning results, tend to all stains, spills, and leaks as soon as possible. 
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DISINFECTING POTABLE WATER SYSTEM (IF EQUIPPED) 
A SUGGESTED METHOD OF DISINFECTION  

Perform the following steps in the order indicated: 

a. Flush entire system thoroughly by allowing potable water to flow through it. 
b. Drain system completely. 
c. Fill entire system with a chlorine solution having a strength of at least 100 ppm and allow to stand for one hour 

(see AP TABLE 1). Shorter periods will require greater concentration of chlorine solution. 
d. Drain chlorine solution from entire system. 
e. Flush entire system thoroughly with potable water. 
f. Fill system with potable water. 

 

AP TABLE 1 shows the amount of disinfecting agent required for various quantities of 100 ppm chlorine solution. 

AP TABLE 1 – Chlorine Concentrations 

AMOUNT OF CHLORINE COMPOUND REQUIRED FOR 100 PPM 
SOLUTION 

SOLUTION 
(gal) 

CHLORINATED 
LIME 25% 

(oz) 

HIGH TEST 
CALCIUM 

HYPOCHORITE 
70% 
(oz) 

LIQUID 
SODIUM 

HYPOCHORITE 
1% 
(qt) 

5 0.3 0.1 0.2 
10 0.6 0.2 0.4 
15 0.9 0.3 0.6 
20 1.2 0.4 0.8 
30 1.8 0.6 1.2 
50 3.0 1.0 2.0 
100 6.0 2.0 4.0 

 

NOTE: This table contains information taken from ABYC Standards and Technical Information Reports for Small Craft July 2020-2021 (H-23) 
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  SERVICE LOG-BOAT 

Every 50 hours Date Date Date Date Date 
Change engine oil 
and filter  

     

Check all safety 
equipment  

     

EVERY 100 HOURS      
Replace Fuel 
filter(s) 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


